
STONE YARD DOVE HUNT  
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
PROPERTY/HUNTING AREA 

• Stone Yard Dove Hunt is located adjacent to the City of Hondo  
• We are a “flyway zone” 
• The Stone Yard in the first “flyway zone” for doves flying out from 

their roosting spots in the City of Hondo to feed at the sunflower 
fields to the East 

  
   

• The field is shredded, with some residue, but is clean, without 
weeds or stubble, to allow easy retrieval of birds 

• Mesquite trees to provide cool shade and camouflage for the 
hunters 

• Benches and picnic tables are located under the trees to provide 
seating for hunters, and to store gear/birds off the ground.  These 
also serve as the “designated hunting spot” 

• This land has been hunted for over 20 years. Doves have always 
been plentiful and fly throughout the year each and every 
year.  They fly low, high, during the rain, in the wind, when cold or 
hot 

• Most hunters are able to limit throughout the season, return 
numerous times during the season and year after year 

• With migratory birds and hunting in general, there is no guarantee 
given or implied as to your ability to get your limit, the number of 
doves, or if doves will be flying the day of your hunt 

 
 
LOCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	

• The hunting area includes gravel covered, all weather
 roads, all weather parking and all weather hunting areas.



	
  

• The number of hunters in the field will be limited for each hunt 
• The first two days of the regular season ALWAYS have the most 

hunters 
• Experienced hunters only first 5 days of the regular season 

 
 
 
 

DEPOSITS 
• Individuals up to 9 in-group - $50 per hunter for each hunt 
• 10 or more – 50% of the total for each hunt 
• Deposits are non refundable and not transferable 
     

 
 

PAYMENTS 
• Cash or check only- no credit cards or electronic payments 

 

REFUNDS 
• Deposits are not refundable 
• Hunter cancelled hunts are not refundable 
• Unsuccessful hunts- (arriving late, ran out of ammo, difficulty 

hitting birds, or any others reason)- not refundable.  
• Rain, heat, wind, high birds, or any other reasons are not 

refundable 
            

  
 

GROUP HUNTS 
• Private areas & pavilions available to reserve for small or large 

groups 
• Exclusive hunts- reserved the entire property 
• Large all weather parking available in the field and at pavilion 
• Covered porch with restroom indoors 
• Seating and serving tables included  
   

 
 

 
  

  
   

AM OR PM ALL DAY 
$150 $100 

2023 Hunting Rates

  
 

SEPTEMBER 1- 
OCTOBER 29

 
  

DECEMBER 15- 
JANUARY 15, 2024



ALL HUNTERS 
• Each person, hunting or not, who enters the property must sign a 

waiver each hunt, morning & afternoon each day 
• We cannot accommodate inexperienced hunters the first 5 days of 

the regular season 
 
 ADULTS 

   
   
    

 
 
YOUTH 

o First time hunter- No Charge     
o Novice hunter- 1/2 price 
o Able to limit- full price 
o Separate areas are available for hunters & families with 

young children 
 
 

 

REDUCED RATES 
• Reduced Rates are offered at our discretion 
• Please ask if you have special circumstances 
• When birds thin out, become more unpredictable, the numbers 

change dramatically from one day to the next & it becomes difficult 
for good hunters to limit, rates may be reduced at our discretion 

 
 

HUNTING TIME PERIODS 
• Flying times vary according to the heat, wind, rain and the very 

nature of migratory birds 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**ALL TIMES ARE APPROXIMATE & BASED 
ON PREVIOUS YEARS** 

 
MORING HUNTS AFTERNOON HUNTS 

SIGN IN- 7:00 A.M. SIGN IN- 2 P.M. 
OUTBOUND FLIGHT 

7:30 
OUTBOUND FLIGHT 

2:30 

RETURN FLIGHT 
9:00-11:00 

RETURN FLIGHT 
4:00-7:00 

o Non hunters-NO CHARGE



DAILY BIRD LIMIT 
• 15 BIRDS per day 
• Only one period will be allowed for getting a limit 
• When birds are not as plentiful, morning hunters can finish their 

limit the same afternoon, at our discretion 
• Finishing a limit does not extend to the next day 

 

FLIGHT PATH & ALTITIDUE 
 

• Each day is different but very similar to previous days 
• Doves fly all across the property in all directions throughout the 

season 
• Generally, they fly similar paths from one day to the other, but 

will vary with the weather, the feed they are going to, and how fast 
they learn to avoid getting shot 

• Doves fly at the tops of the mesquite trees (15-20’) and between the 
trees before the season opens, between the seasons and often 
during the season 

• Most will fly at “tall” tree top levels (40-60’) easy attainable 
heights 

• To knock down the highest birds, you have to be a good shot or 
lucky 

• Hunters consistently getting the highest birds, shoot with a 12 
gauge, high brass, 6’s, or bigger, using a full or modified choke 

• You won’t get close to the highest birds using regular bird shot, 
skeet shot, or smaller guns unless you are very good, or very 
lucky! 

• The highest birds will certainly challenge your abilities and 
shooting skills. Seldom, they are all totally out of range 
 

 
SHOTGUNS & AMMUNITION 

• We do not rent guns 
• Hunters must provide your own guns and ammunition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VEHICLES  
• Vehicles are not allowed in the hunting area 
• Concessions can be made for hunters with special circumstances 
• Vehicles can drive in & unload gear then return to parking area 
• UTV’s are not necessary, but are permitted in the hunting area 
• All areas can be walked to easily 
• You can be taken to your hunting spots by our UTV 

 

BIRD CLEANING 
• Cleaning birds is not allowed in hunting area 
• Tables with water are available outside of the field 

 

SHELLS & TRASH 
• Please remove any trash and shells from your hunting area 
• Shell & trash buckets are provided in the field 
• Magnets to pick up shells are provided in the field 
• Dumpster & large trash cans are located near the cleaning stations 

 

BIRD DOGS 
• Trained birds dogs are welcome but must not interfere with other 

hunters 
• Untrained dogs can be trained in areas away from other hunters or 

during weekdays and days with fewer hunters 
• Please call if you have questions (210) 415-4731 

 
RESTROOMS 
• Women’s restrooms are available in the office 
• Portable facilities are available in the hunting area for all 

hunters 
 
ACCOMODATIONS 

• We do not have overnight accommodations on the property 
 
 

LOCAL ACCOMODATIONS 
 

   
  

• Hondo Executive Inn-Hondo 
o 830-426-2536 

• Hondo Inn
 o 830-426-4468



• Regency Inn-Hondo  
o 830-426-3031 

• Hillside Boutique Hotel-Castroville 
o 830-538-3200 

• Koch Hotel Bed & Breakfast-D’Hanis  
o 830-363-7500 

• Ranchito in Historic Quihi-Hondo 
• KWI Adventures@gmail.com 

o 830-426-8820 
• Countryside RV Park-Hondo 

o 830-426-5666 
• Quiet RV Park-Hondo 

o 830-931-5777 
• Flying L Ranch Resort-Bandera 

o 830-292-5134 
• Antler Oaks Lodge & RV-BANDERA 

o 830-796-8111 
• River Oak Inn -Bandera 

o 830-796-7751  
 

HUNTING LICENSE 
• You must have the state required licenses, stamps, and training. 
• Refer to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department for 

guidelines regarding licensing & will dove hunting.  
 

o TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE  
(800) 792-GAME 
https://tpwd.texas.gov/ 
 

LICENSE REQUIREMENTS 
• All migratory game bird hunters must have a valid hunting 

license. Non-residents under 17 years of age are designated as 

residents and may hunt with a resident license. Hunters 17 

years of age or older must have a driver's license or personal 

identification certificate (issued by the Department of Public 



Safety) on their person while hunting. Non-residents must 

have similar documents issued by the agency in the state or 

country of which the person is a resident that is authorized to 

issue driver's licenses or personal identification certificates. 

ENDORSEMENT REQUIREMENTS 

• A person 17 years of age or older must possess a migratory 

game bird endorsement receipt to hunt any migratory game bird 

in this state. Federal law also requires waterfowl hunters 16 

years of age and over to have a Federal Migratory Bird 

Hunting and Conservation Stamp (commonly called a Duck 

Stamp; available at most post offices and TPWD offices). 

• A migratory game bird endorsements required to 
hunt any migratory game bird, including mourning doves. 

 

 

BANDED BIRDS 

• Please check doves you shoot for leg bands and report them. 
The bands are very small and easy to overlook. Previous 
studies indicated two-thirds of banded doves taken by hunters 
were never reported. High reporting rates maximize return on 
hunting license dollars spent for needed management 
information. 

• Please report bands to www.reportband.gov 
 

HIP-HARVEST INFORMATION PROGRAM 

• No person shall hunt migratory game birds in this state 
unless that person is certified in the Harvest Information 
Program (HIP) in Texas. When you purchase a hunting license, 
indicate to the license clerk that you intend to hunt migratory 
game birds and need to be HIP certified by answering a few 
simple questions. 

• The letters "HIP" should appear on your license to indicate 
that you have been HIP certified. 

• The Harvest Information Program (HIP) is a federally mandated 
program to improve information about the harvest of all 
migratory game birds. Anyone who purchases a hunting license 
or any migratory bird hunting endorsements will be asked a 
few simple questions about their migratory bird hunting 
activities. For additional information about HIP, you may 
consult the TPWD Outdoor Annual, the Web page for H I P or 



call (512) 389-4505. 
• Licenses, permits and endorsement receipts (or replacements if 

they are lost or stolen) are available at TPWD offices, many 
sporting goods stores, bait shops and other retailers, or by 
calling 1-800-TX-LIC-4-U. 

 
KNOW YOUR BIRDS 
 
 

 



DOVE HUNTING ZONES 

North Zone 
• That portion of the state north of a line beginning at the 

International Bridge south of Fort Hancock; thence north along FM 

1088 to State Highway 20; thence west along State Highway 20 to State 

Highway 148; thence north along State Highway 148 to Interstate 

Highway 10 at Fort Hancock; thence east along Interstate Highway 10 

to Interstate Highway 20; thence northeast along Interstate Highway 

20 to Interstate Highway 30 at Fort Worth; thence northeast along 

Interstate Highway 30 to the Texas-Arkansas state line. 

Central Zone 
o That portion of the state between the North Zone and the South 

Zone. 

South Zone 
o That portion of the state south of a line beginning at the 

International Toll Bridge in Del Rio; thence northeast along 

U.S. Highway 277 Spur to U.S. Highway 90 in Del Rio; thence east 

along U.S. Highway 90 to State Loop 1604; thence following Loop 

1604 south and east, then north, to Interstate Highway 10; 

thence east along Interstate Highway 10 to the Texas-Louisiana 

Line. 
 


